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The World Climate Conference-3 (WCC-3) International Organising Committee (WIOC) was 
established in the wake of the 2007 World Meteorological Congress to develop the concept and 
guide the planning of the Conference on behalf of the UN system.  The Committee was asked to 
focus on producing significant concrete outcomes of near-term and long-term economic and 
social benefit to governments, the private sector and the general public. 
 
The WIOC was conscious of the remarkable progress already made in climate observations, 
research, applications, assessment and policy development by the First (1979) and Second (1990) 
World Climate Conferences through the establishment of the Global Climate Observing System 
(GCOS), the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), the World Climate Programme 
(WCP), the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  It felt, however, that, notwithstanding the 
substantial economic and social benefits already achieved from the monitoring, applications and 
services components of the WCP over the past 30 years, a major new effort was needed to deliver 
the greatly increased benefits potentially available to both developed and developing countries 
and all climate-sensitive sectors of society through establishment of an integrated global 
framework for climate services. 
 
The Organising Committee, agreed, therefore, that WCC-3 should produce a new ‘Global 
Framework for Climate Services’ (GFCS).  The purpose of the three-day Expert Segment of the 
Conference was to draw on the full range of expertise in the international climate observations, 
research, modelling and service provider and user communities to guide the design of the GFCS.  
It was agreed that the essential conclusions should be brought together in a Conference Statement 
for submission to the High-level Segment as a basis for political decision to proceed with the 
implementation of the proposed Framework. 
 
To this end, the WIOC Programme Sub-Committee put in place a programme of plenary and 
parallel (working) sessions, round tables, forums and workshops to provide maximum possible 
opportunity for input to the design of the GFCS by experts from the scientific, service provider 
and sectoral applications communities.  The programme was designed to focus on both existing 
capabilities and future needs in each of the essential elements of an integrated system from 
observations through to service provision, user application and community benefit. 
 
In order to draw on an even wider range of input than the 1800 specialists who attended the 
Expert Segment of the Conference, each of the 12 parallel working sessions was introduced 
through two ‘White Papers’, one on ‘capabilities’ and one on ‘needs’, prepared by Lead Authors 
and other contributors including many international experts who were not themselves able to 
attend the Conference.  The objective was to ensure that the White Papers would capture the full 
spectrum of views from the relevant international expert community.  The WIOC and its 
Programme Sub-Committee were extremely grateful to all those who contributed to the drafting 
of the White Papers which, with a few exceptions, were provide in advance to the session 
discussants and other participants in each parallel working session. 
 
The most important conclusions and recommendations from each working session were brought 
together by Session Theme Leaders and further integrated by an expanded WIOC to produce the 
Conference Statement which was submitted to the opening session of the High-level Segment as a 
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basis for the Conference Declaration.  An account of the overall concept and organisation of the 
Conference, along with the Conference Statement and Conference Declaration and other details, 
is provided in the ‘Report of the World Climate Conference-3 (WMO–No. 1048) published by the 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in December 2009. 
 
While the Conference Statement, which is reproduced in full in these Proceedia sets out the 
essential expert guidance from the WCC-3 for the design of the GFCS, it was felt that the 
complete White Papers, as revised and amended, in most cases, following the Session discussion, 
contain extremely valuable information for those charged with the detailed follow-up to the 
Conference and the design of enhanced climate services at the national and sectoral levels.  Most 
of the White Papers are therefore included in this volume, along with a selection of additional 
papers of particular interest from the Expert Segment. 
 
On behalf of the WIOC and its Programme Sub-Committee, we are pleased to place on record 
our, and all WCC-3 participants’, appreciation to all the experts who contributed to the success of 
the Expert Segment of the Conference; and especially to the authors of the White Papers which 
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